	
	
	



General Education Assessment Rubric: Interdisciplinary Thinking
Definition: Interdisciplinary thinking is the process of drawing knowledge and understanding from more than one academic discipline. 
SLO: Students will integrate knowledge and understanding from two or more academic fields of study. 
	Performance Indicators
	Not Evidenced
0 points
	Beginning
1 point
	Intermediate
2 points
	Proficient
3 points
	Exemplary
4 points

	Demonstrates knowledge of connections across disciplines.
	No knowledge demonstrated. 
	When prompted, presents examples, facts, or theories from more than one field of study or perspective.
	When prompted, connects examples, facts, or theories from more than one field of study or perspective.
	Independently connects examples, facts, or theories from more than one field of study or perspective.
	Independently creates wholes out of multiple parts (synthesizes) or draws conclusions by combining examples, facts, or theories from more than one field of study or perspective.

	Demonstrates understanding of how skills, abilities or theories from one field may be applied to a problem in a different discipline. 
	No understanding demonstrated. 
	In a basic way, uses skills, abilities, theories, or methodologies gained in one situation in a new situation.
	Uses skills, abilities, theories, or methodologies gained in one situation in a new situation to contribute to understanding of problems or issues.
	Adapts and applies skills, abilities, theories, or methodologies gained in one situation to new situations to solve problems or explore issues.

	Independently adapts and applies skills, abilities, theories, or methodologies gained in one situation to new situations to solve difficult problems or explore complex issues in original ways.
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Rubric informed by AAC&U VALUE rubric for Integrative Learning-


	
	
	




	
	
	




Possible Assessment Methods
· Write a research paper or complete a project that examines a topic using concepts and methodologies from two or more disciplines. The paper/project should highlight the connections and potential tensions between the disciplines applied.
· Analyze a case study or historical event using frameworks from two different disciplines. Compare and contrast how each discipline interprets the case/event and explain the significance of these differences.
· Design and conduct a research project that utilizes methodologies from two different disciplines to answer a specific research question. Explain how the chosen methodologies complement each other.
· Analyze a current event or social issue and propose solutions that leverage knowledge and approaches from at least two relevant disciplines. Explain the rationale behind your proposed solution.
	
	
	



· Create a multimedia presentation 
	
	
	



· Or write a public-facing report on an interdisciplinary topic. The presentation/report should explain the topic clearly, using language understandable to a non-specialist audience, while still acknowledging the complexity and different disciplinary perspectives.
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