	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	




General Education Assessment Report & Rubric: Critical Thinking
Definition: Critical thinking is the process of conceptualizing, analyzing, synthesizing, and evaluating information. It involves forming well-reasoned judgments, solving problems, and making effective decisions.
SLO: Students will analyze and critically evaluate ideas, arguments, or points of view.
	Performance Indicators
	Not Evidenced
0 points
	Beginning
1 point

	Intermediate
2 points

	Proficient
3 points
	Exemplary
4 points


	Analyzes an idea, argument, problem, presentation, or point of view
	No analysis provided.
	Includes little evidence, evidence is not organized and / or is unrelated to focus.

	Organizes evidence, but the organization is not effective in revealing important patterns, differences or similarities.
	Organizes evidence to reveal important patterns, differences, or similarities related to focus.

	Organizes and synthesizes evidence to reveal insightful or novel patterns, differences, or similarities related to focus.


	Evaluates an idea, argument, problem, presentation, or point of view
	No evaluation provided.
	Offers little evaluation or states an ambiguous, illogical, or unsupportable evaluation from inquiry findings.  

	States a general evaluation that, because it is so general, also applies beyond the scope of the inquiry findings.

	States an evaluation focused solely on the inquiry findings.  The conclusion arises specifically from and responds specifically to the inquiry findings.
	States an evaluation that is a logical extrapolation from the inquiry findings.
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Rubric informed by AAC&U VALUE rubric for Inquiry and Analysis
	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



Sample Assessment Methods
	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



· Essays requiring analysis and synthesis of information.
· Critical reviews of literature or research.
· Exams testing logical reasoning and application of concepts.
· Analyze an argument from a primary source and write a short response identifying the claim and evidence.
	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



· Students will be able to critically evaluate the credibility of sources used in research, considering factors like author expertise, publication bias, and purpose. (Assessment: Analyze a set of sources on a topic, distinguishing scholarly sources from popular media and explaining the reasoning behind their evaluation.
	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



· Write a persuasive essay on a course-related topic, following a specific structure that emphasizes evidence and reasoning.
· Analyze a news article or advertisement, identifying potential biases and explaining how they might influence the interpretation of the information.
· Analyze a real-world issue, write a short response applying critical thinking skills to understand the situation, and propose potential solutions.
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